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During the Patriot War, fought between 1837-1842, hundreds of men on both sides of the New

York-Canadian border took up arms to free Canada from supposed British tyranny. Infused with the

Spirit of '76 and inspired by the recent Texas revolution, they fought bravely in battles, skirmishes

and attacks, including November's Battle of the Windmill. Many sacrificed their lives, while others

became slave laborers of the British in Tasmania. Among their leaders was Bill Johnston, a

Thousand Islands smuggler, river pirate and War-of-1812 privateer, whose cunning was so feared

by the British that they called out their military whenever his name made the newspapers. This book

recalls the stories, triumphs and sacrifices of the brave on both sides of the border.
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Few Americans even know about this war; I know I didn't. McLaughlin has mastered the sources

and written a very readable account that is full of what we call "Hey Martha!" moments. Who knew

that American fervor about democracy--and to some degree the cross-border Fenian disdain for

English toffs--would have led to this version of Latin American insurgency 150 years before the fact?



Whether you're from the region or not, whether you ever considered the U.S.-Canadian border, this

is an enlightening take on a largely unknown moment in U.S. (and Canadian) history.

I didn't know much about this war, but having lived near the St Lawrence Seaway at one time, found

the setting interesting.

Interesting and helpful piece of history of our once elastic frontier that is not covered in in U.S.

textbooks
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